North Island Hop-On Hop-Off Pass Itinerary

Start: Auckland*

Finish: Auckland*
Minimum Days: 7-9
Recommended: 1.5 weeks+
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*This Pass can start or finish anywhere on this route, however most people start/finish in Auckland.
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Auckland to Paihia
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Haere mai (welcome)! Your Stray adventure kicks off in New Zealand’s largest city, Auckland. We
depart northbound for the relaxed seaside town of Paihia, gateway to the beautiful Bay of Islands. We
stop en-route visit the Parry Kauri Forest Park to hug some of the world’s mightiest trees, the native
kauri, before cruising up to Paihia for a relaxing afternoon in the stunning Bay.
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Accommodation: Hostel along from the beach
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Optional paid activities: Catch the ferry to historic Russell (NZ’'s former capital), skydiving, Hole in the
Rock cruise, kayaking, BBQ dinner at the accommodation
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Free activities: Tree hugging huge kauri trees at Parry Kauri Forest
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Paihia to Auckland
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Enjoy a sleep in and spend the morning at your leisure. There’s time to do the fantastic half-day Hole
in the Rock dolphin cruise around the Bay in the morning, or take this opportunity to walk to the
nearby Haruru Falls or just hang out on the beach. Mid-afternoon we jump back on board the Stray
bus, destined for the bright lights of Auckland, where there are still plenty of exciting activities to do
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if you have a free day or two.
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Accommodation: Central Auckland hostel
0 B =W F AR A

Optional paid activities: Hole in the Rock cruise, skydiving; Auckland: skydiving, bungy off the bridge,
walk around or jump off the top of the Sky Tower, whale and dolphin safari
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Free activities: Walk around Paihia or Haruru Falls, go for a swim or relax on the beach
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Auckland to Hahei
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We depart Auckland and head south, travelling to the Coromandel Peninsula via the old colonial town
of Thames. Renowned for its natural beauty and pristine swimming beaches, the Coromandel
Peninsula has plenty to offer the active traveler, but is also a great place to kick back and relax in a
pretty coastal setting. On arrival into Hahei, a small beachside village, we’ll get settled into our
accommodation before heading over to Hot Water Beach (tidal dependent). This is an absolute ‘must
do’ experience where you can dig your own natural spa bath in the sand and soak up the Coromandel
surrounds. Tonight, you have the option to join a group dinner for a classic Kiwi BBQ.
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Accommodation: Exclusive Stray accommodation by the waterfront
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Free activities: Visit Hot Water Beach for a natural beach spa (tide & weather dependent), walk to
Cathedral Cove, explore old cultural sites or simply relax on the beach
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Hahei
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Today you have a full free day to embrace the laid-back lifestyle that makes this area such a popular
NZ holiday destination. Make the most of this special place by taking a scenic walk or kayak to the
nearby Cathedral Cove, a paradise-like beach that you might recognize from one of the Narnia films.
If you prefer water sports, the coast off Hahei is part of the protected Te-Whanganui-a-Hei Marine
Reserve, which is a prime place to take a guided coastal boat tour or fully immerse yourself with a
snorkeling excursion.
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Accommodation: Exclusive Stray accommodation by the waterfront
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Optional paid activities: Kayaking, bike hire, guided boat tour
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Free activities: Walk to Cathedral Cove, watch the sunrise on the beach, go snorkeling in the marine
reserve, explore old cultural sites or simply relax on the beach
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Hahei to Rotorua
BRI SHER

We leave Hahei early travelling through to Paeroa, home of New Zealand’s oldest and largest soft
drinks company — L&P, where we’ll stop for breakfast. Our drive today will take us through the Waikato
region, known for its many dairy farms, rolling hills and the mighty Waikato River (the largest river in
New Zealand). This afternoon you’ll have free time to explore the sights and smells of Rotorua.
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Accommodation: Comfortable central city hostel
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Optional paid activities: White-water rafting, zorbing, adrenaline fuelled adventure park (big swings,
bungees and more)
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Free activities: Whakarewarewa Redwood Forest walk
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Rotorua
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Often labelled the adventure capital of the North Island, you have a full free day in Rotorua to discover
an area rich in Maori heritage, adventure activities and bubbling geothermal wonders. There are
plenty of exciting local activities to get the adrenaline pumping, such as whitewater rafting, ziplining
through native bush, zorbing or a truly unique guided jet boat adventure up to bath in a hot waterfall.
The choice is yours!
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Accommodation: Comfortable central city hostel
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Optional paid activities: Hobbiton Movie Set tour, river jet tour, white water rafting, zip lining,
zorbing, geothermal parks, luging, Maori village & performance experience
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Rotorua to Auckland
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Today is an express day back to the ‘City of Sails’ via an intercity bus. With an early evening arrival into
Auckland, there’s still time to wander the streets of Auckland, visit the Viaduct, do some souvenir
shopping or hang out with new friends and share stories about your recent adventures. If you are
hanging around Auckland for another day or two, don’t miss your chance to jump off the Harbour
Bridge or Sky Tower, skydive, or take a wildlife cruise around the Hauraki Gulf. We hope you had a
blast on your Stray adventure!
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This itinerary is a guide. Given the spontaneous nature of our trips and lack of control
over New Zealand's weather(!), what we do each day might occasionally vary.
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